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The area of the current and planned Kaninde project, superimposed on the country of
Finland. Areas 1 and 2 are the Mapuera reserve, 3-6 the Cinta-Larga tribe, 7-9 adjacent
tribes also supported via the planned Cinta-Larga work, and no 10 is the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau
reserve. The area of the uncontacted tribes are not shown here.

Terras Indigenas em Hectares

1. Terra Indigena Nhamunds-Magpueta - 1.048 520 ha

2. Torra Indigena Trombotas-Mapuers - 1970418 ha

CORREDODR TUPI-MONDE

CINTA-LARGA - 1730 311ha
17 130, 1461 ha

& Terma indigena Parque Indigena do Aripuani - 1.608.780 ha
6 Torrn Indigana Roossvelt - 230,526,008 ha
SURUI - 248.047 ha
7. Terra Indigena Sete de Setembro - 248.047 ha
ZORO - 356789 ha
8 Terra Indigena Zoro - 355,789 ha
IGARAPE LOURDES (KARD E IKOLEN) - 185 533 ha

B Tarra Indigena igaraps Lourdes - 185.533 ha

URL-EUWAL-WAL - 1.067,117.80 ha
18. Tarra indigona Uru-su-wau-wau - 1.067.117,80 ha

Planta de Situagdo
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1 The Cinta-Larga

The Cinta-Larga (means “Large Belt”) indigenous people — I've long wanted to visit their
lands. It’s a huge rain rain forest area, 27 000 square kilometres, lodged between the
deforestation fronts of the states of Rondonia and Mato Grosso which are rapidly eating
their way into the Amazon. It’s even larger than the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau reserve, which is the
other really big indigenous territory in Rondonia. I've been discussing for a few years with
Kanindé about the merits of adding the Cinta-Larga to our work carried out with the support
of the Child and Nature Foundation.

he ra to the Iarest inta-Lrga village "Roosevelt”. It was a bumpy journey!

This, and a visit by me had not been possible earlier, as the situation was very tense with
police prohibiting entry into the area. Diamonds had been discovered in the lands of the
Cinta-Larga. Five thousand diamond miners invaded. Violence and cultural devastation
followed, as the sudden inflow of money uprooted social norms in the communities. Some
of the results were alcoholism, prostitution and Cinta Larga girls catching venereal diseases.
The money paid by the miners has been lost, used for everything from bar visits in towns to
buying capital goods that could not be used or property that was later taken back by cruel
sellers as the Cinta Larga could not manage the neccesary formalities. The Cinta Larga
people were agitated by the situation, a new leadership was formed and finally the miners
were expelled. The Cinta Largas don’t let the loggers come in any more, and the ranchers
who were starting to get into their territory have had to leave, but there are still some
invasions further away from their villages.
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The Roosevelt village (so named after the US President Theodore Roosevelt who travelled in
the vicinity before the contact with the Cinta-Largas!) The modern-looking house is the

village school.

Now the Cinta Largas want advice and help to protect and mange their lands, and to get a
better living..Their lives were uprooted earlier, when contact was taken by some of the
worst elements of outside society back in 1960. Their original population was then reduced
from 5000 to 546, from murders and, primarily, diseases such as measles to which they had
no resistance. After the invasion of the miners, they stopped agriculture living on the gifts”
of the miners. Now they are a population of 1 800 living in 24 villages, which have mainly
been created after the contact. They are very poor, and their old ways of life have to be
supplemented. Some 60 people of the Aripuana tribe also live in the reserve.

| was invited to visit them by Marcelo Cinta-Larga, a warm, charismatic young leader, via
Kanindé, the environmental group we are cooperating with on the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau,
Mapuera and the uncontacted peoples. Kanindés work with the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau is very
well regarded, so the Cinta Large has been approaching Kanindé for assistance.

| travelled to the Cinta-Larga with Isreal and Ana Paula, ex-volunteers now dedicated full-
time workers for Kanindé, and Walmir of Funai. | have known him for 20 years. Walmir hid
himself for a full year in an Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau village after having his life threatened by illegal
loggers. Now he is back in the battle, in another area.

We entered the Cinta Larga lands on roads that were just passable with the jeep. Right up to
the border of the Cinta-Larga lands was mainly pasture lands, deforested for production of
the main destroyer of the Amazon, beef cattle. This rapidly gave way to rain forest once we
entered the Cinta-Larga reserve, although the first kilometres of it still showed signs of past
invasions of ranchers. Then we arrived in the largest of the Cinta Larga villages, Roosevelt
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(named after the first American president with that name, who travelled up the river there,
although no contact was made with the Cinta-Largas then). We slept the night there,
followed by a meeting. As is apparently the custom with the Cinta-Largas, my fellow
travellers introduced themselves first, with me, apparently considered the most important
visitor, introducing myself the last, on the advice of Marcelo. A hundred villagers were
there, plus most of the Cinta-Larga leadership. The leaders introduced themselves. All the
young Cinta-Largas speak Portuguese. A long discussion followed on the issues that are
important to the Cinta-Largas. Afterwards we visited the fields with agriculture which is to
some degree functioning again, and trails of the Cinta-Larga in the rain forest. The next day
we visited another, smaller village, named the 14th of April, that was even poorer. Again, all
mutual introductions were made first. When an outsider like myself arrives, expectatations
of support are always there. There have been cases before of visitors arriving and giving
promises which nothing has come out of. There have been so many disappointments. So,
just like in Roosevelt, | made it clear that | had no money with me and that any possibility of
future support depended, firstly, on the result of talks between the Cinta-Largas and
Kanindé on the content of a project, and secondly on us being able to find the money in
Scandinavia, with two different donors both having to agree to fund the project (to make it
really clear, | even described the 90 % and the counterpart 10 % respectively). If everything
worked out, there would be funds but only from 2010.

Afterwards, we had discussions following by walking in and around the village. It is even
poorer than Roosevelt and perhaps more typical, e.g. with almost no furniture in the homes.
We also travelled to Cinta-Largas living on their own, away from any villages, although they
keep contact with the closest village. In-between, | talked with Marcelo, who has managed
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to bridge the gap between the Cinta-Larga and white society. And of course with Kaninde,
including with Israel on the 12-hour jeep trip back to Porto Velho (Ana Paula and Walmir live
much closer to the reserve. A number of observations:

- The violent invasions in the Rondonian part of the Cinta-Larga lands have largely been
repelled. But in the Mato Grosso parts invasions from ranchers and loggers continue. On the
part of the ranchers, the invasions are concealed: the signs of the reserve are moved from
the boundary into the reserve, with the hope that nobody will notice in the near future. In
Rondonia, the Cinta-Larga villages tend to be close to the boundary of the reserve, as a
result of the contact with with white society. In Mato Grosso, the villages tend to located
along the rivers, far from the boundary, which makes it harder to spot the invasions. To
adress this, the Cinta-Larga would locate to relocate some villagers to areas close to the
boundary.

- Even in the Rondonia part, there are disturbances from outside. Where | entered the Cinta-
Larga reserve, burnt pasture lands abandoned by invaders could be seen adjacent to the
boundary. A fire had, probably on purpose, been ignited just outside the reserve and spread
into the old pastures and also entered some forest of the Cinta-Larga. This has happened on
a number of occasions, as a part of a strategy to intimidate the Cinta-Larga.

- From the above observations, it is apparent that there is a need for vigilance and patrols by
the Cinta-Larga, with support from Kanindé, is needed to augment the patrols done by
government agencies.
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Anti-invasion team in the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau area — can it be repeated with the Cinta-Larga?

- The organization of the Cinta-Larga ("Conselho do Povo Cinta-Larga”) covers all the villages,
which facilitates the organizational work. The coordination of the Conselho is made up four
Cinta-Largas, of whom Marcelo is the president. There are eight "conselheiros”, of which five
are from the Mato Grosso side and three from Rondonia. There is at least one leader from
each village, with 30 key leaders in all.
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